64.   TELEGRAM TO MINISTER OF INTERIOR

[PHCENIX,]
May 27, 19 W
INTERIOR
[GAPE TOWN]

BEG THANK MINISTER FOR CONCILIATORY TONE
MESSAGE STOP HAVE NO DESIRE HURT FEELINGS BY
REFERENCE PASSIVE RESISTANCE STOP YESTERDAY'S
AMENDMENT WILL NOT SOLVE MARRIAGE DIFFICULTY
AS IT CONTEMPLATES REGISTRATION IN ADDITION RELI-
GIOUS CELEBRATION STOP THERE IS NO SYSTEM
REGISTRATION INDIA STOP AMENDMENT AFTER TRANS-
VAAL SECTION QUOTED MY WIRE YESTERDAY WOULD
MEET CASE STOP MARRIAGES RECOGNIZED AS LAWFUL
INDIA SHOULD BE RECOGNIZED HERE SO FAR AS
ONE WIFE IS CONCERNED STOP IT IS TRUE NO
MENTION WAS MADE ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA-BORN
INDIANS BECAUSE OF MY OVERSIGHT OF PARTI-
CULAR SECTION CAPE ACT BUT SETTLEMENT IS BASED
UPON MY LETTER2 22ND APRIL 1911 SPECIALLY
MAINTAINING EXISTING RIGHTS AND GENERAL SMUTS'
REPLY SAME DATE STOP COMMUNITY COULD NEVER
CONTEMPLATE SURRENDER EXISTING RIGHTS STOP MEM-
BERS WHO SPOKE DURING DEBATE I FEAR SPOKE
IN IGNORANCE BELIEVING THERE WAS NEW MOVE
INTRODUCE SOUTH AFRICA-BORN INDIANS CAPE STOP THERE
NEVER HAS BEEN ANY LARGE DESIRE NATAL-BORN
INDIANS ENTER CAPE BUT IT IS INCONCEIVABLE THEY
SHOULD BE DEPRIVED RIGHT POSSESSED BY THEM
FOR YEARS STOP MATTER SPECIALLY MENTIONED
HON'BLE GOKHALE STOP APART FROM REMOVAL RACIAL
BAR ESSENCE COMPROMISE IS THAT EXISTING RIGHTS

SHOULD BE MAINTAINED STOP REGARDING FREE STATE
CLAIM THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO LEGAL RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST INDIANS AS TO IMMIGRATION
STOP EDUCATED IMMIGRANTS SHOULD THEREFORE NOT

1 Indian Opinion, 7-6-1913, published this telegram as dated May 28. It is
likely that it was drafted on May 27 and dispatched the following day,

2  Vide Vol. XI, pp. 38-40,